PERMANENT SUBCUTANEOUS SUTURE OF THE
PATELLA FOR RECENT FRACTURE. SiR,-For some time past it has been my intention to read a paper at the next Intercolonial Medical Congress to be held in Sydney in September of this year on the operative treatment of recent transverse fractures of the patella, consequently I was not desirous of publishing my cases until then. However, seeing the lecture by Mr. Arthur Barker on the above subject published in the BRITISE MEDICAL JOURNAL of February 27th last, I wish to draw attention to the fact that for nearly three years I have been in the habit of subcutaneously wiring the patella in all cases of recent transverse fracture.
My first operation in the Melbourne Hospital was performed on May 16th, 1889, and since then I have operated on nine other patients in that institution besides a number in private practice. Three of my colleagues have also performed the operation. The patients were of various ages from youth to old age, and the result in each case was perfectly successful. At the Melbourne Hospital only five days ago I subcutaneously wired the fractured patella of an old man, aged 65, who was an inebriate. The procedure, as in the other cases, was not followed by the slightest pain or rise of temperature. My operation differs from Mr. Barker's chiefly in that I drill the bone and leave no foreign body in the joint, and from From these observations and from the well-known fact that an enormous destruction of heemocytes goes on in the liver, there is at least a fair basis for the view that the cholesterin and lecithin of the bile are derived from these constituents in the corpuscles. Even if future research should show that the organic phosphorus-containing substance of the bile is really a more complex substance than that of the corpuscles, the activity of synthetic processes in the liver would explain its production. I regret to have to occupy your space with a reply dealing with the discussion of a mere theory which from its special nature cannot have a general interest to your readers. If Dr. Thudichum will do me the honour to address me personally we can discuss the matter fully and freely. 1885 , you inserted my paper on Asiatic Cholera, read at the meeting of the British Medical Association that year at Cardiff, and I trust you will allow me through your columns to draw attention to a paragraph in the telegraphic news from Calcutta in the issue of the Times for May 16th, on a correspondence in the native press of the North-Western Provinces on the dispersion, by order of the Government, of the pilgrims assembled at the Hurdw&ar Bathing Fair, owing to an alarming outbreak of cholera. Those of your readers who have seen Hurdwhrduring this fair will best understand how possible it is in that place to fan a slight outbreak into a positive pestilence, and then, by an utter absence of all method to spread it very fast, through trains, throughout India in days where it took months to march, if it did not die out on the road.
It is the past treatment, by the Government of India, of the cholera outbreaks at HurdwAr, which has made the Continental sanitary authorities so very careful in carrying out the suggestions of our British medical advisers, as they seem to think that all have the same views as some of the medical officers of India, on the supposed impossibility of spreading cholera by railway communication. As 
MEDICO-LEGAL AND MEDICO-ETHICAL.
CLEANSING "HE CORPSE. AT an inquest held recently at Battersea Square, Dr. Wilson, who made the po8t-mortem examination, said: " I wish respectfully to draw attention to the disgraceful state of the body. It was filtlhy, and I had to wash it before I could proceed with my work. Altogether I was subjected to the greatest inconvenience for the first time since I have had to do post-mortem. work in the Battersea mortuary." The coroner read a letter from the chief officer of the London County Council, stating that " in future the Council will not be prepared to make any payments for the cleansing of the body, either in those cases where it has already been cleansed by the friends of the deceased, or after a post-mortem examination. It is the practice for medical men to leave the body in a clean and proper condition after making a post-mortfm examination, and the Committee are of opinion that this should be done in all cases." The coroner said that up to a short time ago the bodies lhad been clea9sed by his officer, and he had paid him on behalf of the County Council for doing so. Now this disbursement was no longer allowed. A juryman: " Then we are to understand that the doctor is to clean the body himself, both before and after his examination." The coroner: "'Yes; in the present instance that was the case." The jury said in their opinion the body should be cleansed and properly prepared for the doctor to make his post-mortem examination, and that tlley thought the County Council should pay the cleansing fee; but as they understood other parishes provided a mortuary keeper, they instructed the coroner to write to the Battersea Vestry, asking them to do the same. UNFOUNDED CHARGE AGAINST MEDICAL MEN. AN adjourned inquest was held by Mr. Alfred Hodgkinson, deputy coroner, at Bethnal Green Vestry Hall, on May 14th, with reference to the death of Jane Lord, aged 26. The deceased woman was attended in her confinement by Dr. Warwick, and the labour having terminated fatally a charge of negligence was made by the husband against the medical man. Thecase was a peculiar one, and is of considerable interest. Dr.Warwick, when called to the case, at once recognised its difficulty; it was an arm presentation, and the pelvis was somewhat contracted. He called Dr. Hammond to his assistance, and thlat gentleman turned, but failed to deliver. Forceps were used without effect, and two other surgeons having been called in, it was decided to decapitate. This was done by Dr. Warwick, and it was then found impossible to deliver the head. It was then decided to send the woman to the City Road Lying-in Hospital, where Dr. Yarrow succeeded in perforating and delivering. The patient died shortly after the operation. The coroner ordered a post-mortem examination to be made by Dr. Quinlivan, divisional surgeon of the police Bethnal Green. He was assisted by Dr. Berdoe, one of the district medicai officers of the parish, and at the examination a wound was discovered in the posterior wall of the uterus. The inquiry, which was a long and exhaustive one, proved that the medical gentlemen in attendance on the patient did all they could to effect delivery, and only sent her to the hospital when it became necessary to perforate. The surgeons who made the po8t-mortem examination gave evidence that the patient succumbed to shock, consequent on the injury to th. uterus after the protracted labour, Dr. Berdoe adding that however the wound was caused it was impossible to sustain any charge of unskilfulness or negligence against the practitioners engaged in a case of suchi difficulty. The jury returned a verdict that death was due to protracted labour, accelerated by the injury to the uterus, but how caused there was no evidence to show. They were also of opinion that Drs. Warwick and Yarrow did all in their power for the woman, and that no blame attached to any of the medical gentlemen con-. nected with the case. MEDICAL MAGISTRATE.-Dr. John Eustace, proprietor of the Hampstead and Highfield Private LWinatic Asylums near Dublin, has, on the recommendation of Lord Monk, been appointed by the Lord Chancellor a justice of the peace for the county of Dublin.
